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RADIO DISPLAY at the INVERCARGILL ARTS FESTIVAL

The c¢ity of Invercargill is in the habit of holding a biennial
Winter Arts ”estival which ineludes a Hobbies Exhibition. This year
for the first time - guess what? - a-Vintage Wireless Display was
among the hobbies represented. Those southern stalwarts Ian EKing,
Peter Lanks and Arthur Williams between them were responsible
for the dispIEy of over thirty receivers which ranged from a 1923
regenerative 2-valve set to a 6 Philco roll-top portable. Also
included were a selection of hornEand cone speakers plus miscell-~
aneous items, 2

he week-long display attracted tremendous interest and incid-
entally resulted in the acquisition of a few gogdies by the trio.
Those manning the stand made a point of emphasing to spectators
the importance of not throwing away any old rdﬁ?o gear. So succe-
ssful was thg vintage radio display that the group has been invited
back next zééb. Yood goingmen, keep it up!

R
ﬁm‘b. * * * * * * * * . #*

Speaking of Arts Fegtivals, I wonder how many Aucklanders
remember the 1964 Auckland Festival Societly’s exhibition entitled
"The Shrinking World". This exhibition which, incidentally, was

the history of communications through the ages and how media rang-—
ing from e¢lay tablets through printing and landline telegraphy to
sattelites had been used for the purpose. A small display of
vintage radios was included in the exhibition and, as I recall,
generated a considerable amount of interest even in those far-off
days. Seems to me that it's about time that Aucklanders got
cracking again and organised another vintage radio display. With
the phenomenal interest that has arisen over the past few years

in the area of 'collectiblesg' such a display could hardly fail to
be of interest to thousands of people in the Auckland area,
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RESTORATION HINTS ON ATWATER KENT RECEIVERS
peter Lankshear

Atwater Kents are justifiably popular with collectors because,
apart from their well-finished chassis and rugged components, they
covered radio's 1golden Era' from the 13208 to 1336. Their solid
construction coupled with their large sales volume has ensured
{hat a goodly number have survived to become today's collectors'

items.

prior to 1934 A K made nea.

were often of unique construct

policy was to make as many of their own components as
hentic a fair bit of

Thus for under-chassis restoration to be aut ,
11 worth while. Before

effort is required but the results are well,
at the relavent e¢ircuit and ser-

starting work it is recommended th
vice data be obteined. Vols 1 40 7 of Rider's menuals contain all

the necessary information.

_ Wiring. The early AC mo
jnsulation which is often still in good
of no source of new wire but,if necessary,
quality can be cannibalised. After 4930 rubber-covered flexible
wiring came into use, together with the traditional trat's nest'
appearance gssociated with it An excellent replacement is
neoprene—covered wire as used in some imported cabliyre power flex
which can still be obtained. The older red, black, green plus the
modern brown, blue; green/yellow gives a good range of colours.

A peculiar method of shielding audio grid leads was used in
which the shielding consisted of a spiral wrapping of bare stranded
wire around a rubber-covered central conductor. Thege leads invar-

iably need renewing but remember not to use praided shielding or it

will stand out like a sore thumb.

Resistors. EBarly models used very few resigtors which, with
the exception of some grid leaks, were generally trouble free. Some

early resistors were similar to the ordinary.1-watt,carbbn stick
type of the period but were minus the usual wire 1eaas. Such resis-—
tors were soldered directly t

o tag boards and can be replaced by
equivalent old-style i1-watt type

s with the leads and paint removed.
The most commonly used resistors were the so-called 'petallised’
types vhich had a white ceramic body and cast end caps.'These_can
be replaced with the o0ld I.R.C. metallised resistors which, if .
unobtainable elsewhere, can be removed from any unwanted receivers.
To maingtain an authentic appearance the paper label should be rem-—
oved and the appropriate colour painted on the body. A listing of
A E colour codes is contained in Rider's volume 3-1.

It should be
noted that the standard colour code (Ri1A) was increasingly made use
of after 1334. '

Unfortunately time has not improved these metallised resistors
qu many will have increased in value or even become Q/c. In non
ciitical situations such as AVC or grid circuits a 50% shift in
value is not of much consequence but voltage dividers and plate
resistors particularly should be suspect.

An AKX speciality vas their flexible 'spaghetti' resistors which,
by the way, can be misteken for the actual wiring. ILow value

and pilot lamp droppers

registors such a filaments centre-taps
é;ﬁﬁ ulated by sleeving. These

rly all their own components and these

ion. Even after that time the company
possible.

dels used wiring having cottonfbraiQ§d
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unwanted sets of lesser

were simply len of resistance wire ins :
give little troubre apart from perished rubber sleeving. Higher
values have heavy cotton braided insulation and terminate in cast
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énd caps. This type is trouble prone and the writ

devised a method of repairing them. Best substituig igsdggz

is a str;ng of {-watt resistors of appropriate value to make w
the required resistance and length which are then covered withP
twq concentric lengths of cotton spaghetti. The ends are termin-
ated with "Helsyn" rubber sleeves fitted over chunky’solder lugs

Capacitors. Prior to the 1931 superhets only mica and
capacitors were used. After this the filter capgcitorsaﬁergaggzssis
gounted electrolytics, those with 'hot' dans being cqvered with
ulagk cardboard sleeves. Tubular black "Solar" electrlytics were
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& 2 ségﬁlsect' ainer. Over the years successive servicings will
e ofig§3:1020§pgd ou?iof circuit and replaced by external
. . . apaciiors were true 'Mansbrids
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% s ) e € core and wired up to the orig-
inal 1 inal tags. efill
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 for thei; ggupioductlon sets A K used tubular waxed paper cases

A ek g ing and bypass capacitors. In this case defective
Twldled s lik:palred by.gently heating when the contents can be
il e da.n old tlme_fly—paper! A tubular polyester can
Eoa inse se and .waxed in. Even where double units are enc-

ame method can be used. The voltage rating of the
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(35) A VACATION IN DOWN UNDER LAND
by Floyd Lyons, San Francisco.

I had been going to sea as a Merchant Marine staff officer,
better known as a purser, with Moore-llcCormack Steamship Lines
for o number of years on the Pacific Coast. Then they up and
sold my happy home to another company in August 1966, but that
is another story. I figured heré was a good time to finally
take a much-postponed vacation and what better time could one
choose for rest and rejuvenation than approaching spring in
Australia and New Zealand? £

We duly arrived in Sydney, Ausiralia and found Australians
40 be fine hosts intent on making your stay a pleasant one. Lut
this ceme as no suprise for I had had the good fortune to visit
Australia a number of times in 1944 and '4H during the war
wnen I was stationed at Biak, New Guinea. 1 happened to be in
Townsville, Queensland the day that President Roosevelt dieds”
People stopped me on the street to extend their sympathy and
say how sorry they were.

I had been corresponding with Fin Stewart who lived in a
suburb of Sydney. After ne got off from work he came by the
hotel where I was staying and it was nice, at long last,to meet
nim in person and chat about our common interests. I later spent
a full day as their house guest and got to see his famous coll-
ection. ‘e now has a fine museum, having added much since then.

A flash-back here is in order. Sometime around 1962 a friend
of mine brought up to San Franciseo a friend of his called Grote
Reber so ye could meet and he could see my modest museun. Grote,
as many Of2already know, is a foremost radio astromer who has
done much of his research in Hobart, Llasmania. On parting $rote
invited me come visit him if ever I got to Tasmania.

Well, one morning while still resting in bed in Yydney, it
suddenly dawned on me — heck, I'm not too0 far from Tasmania, sO
I gave Grote a call. His immediate questions were. "Whem are you'"
and "You're coming to Hobart, are'nt you?". With hospitality
like that I said "Yes". Then he proceeded to give me leads on -
where to go in Sydney and look at goodies. idany swaps and out-
right gifts resulted from his kind efforts. I shall always be
grateful.

I flew to Hobart via Helbourne and found it to be a delight-
ful spot — free from pollution and truly where you can see for
ever. This, of course, was one of the reasons why the Radio
.Astronomy Project was set up here in the first place. Spent
two days in Hobart where Grote introduced me to a new contact
of mutual interest. Came away with more early tubes and light
bulbs. By this time I was getting loaded down so mailed home a
large parcel of acquired goodies.

Stopped over in Melbourne where I acquired six Nernst-type
glowers {(an early type of electric lamp). Also visited their
fine Museum wher I received a most pleasant welcome and got to
visit 'The Caves' where they store all sorts of gear, including
bulbs and tubes, which seldom get displayed due to lack of
space. In brief, they have a 20-year cycle whereby they rotate
various categories of displays — so it all gets ‘'upstairs' at
least once every 20 years. Some mint gear down there just
begging to be displayed. :

Moving along , we made another short stop in Sydney to say
our goodbyes to so many people who had been nice to tnis Yank.
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WHAT SPARKED MY INTEREST IN VINTAGE RADIO COLLECTING
by Ernie wilson, Victoria Park, Yerth, W.A.

For many years past I have had an interest in the older type
radios, mainly + think because of my childhood association with
them since the age of seven years.

Jne set I particularly remember was a home constructed kit-
set built by a farmer's son who lived near us in Taupiri in the
Waikato distriet in 1928. This receiver was a 4-~valve regenerative
type with a not too smooth regeneration control. It had no cabinet
and sat atop a kerosene box which had shelves added’ to accomodate
three big 45-volt batteries and the 1little 'C* battery. The 2-wolt
accumulator was placed on the nearby kitchen bench to allow easy
access to the battery charger and its power point (mains socket).

To complete the setup a length of cord, which seemed to me at
seven years of age to be at least 50 feet long, reached to the
other end of the house where the speaker was placed in the lounge.
Now this is where the amusing part lies: our farmer friend would
tune in a station with some difficulty and then waelk through to the
lounge to enjoy the programme, Then - you guessed it! — all at once
the set would burst into osecillation causing our friend to beat a
hasty retreat to make the necessary readjustment. At this everyone
would laugh, much to his embarrassment, while my mother used to
call the offending receiver a 'cat-a-wauler' wireless.

Later my dad owned a 1934 Fada and because L was a lad who
wasg always eager to learn I wanted to know how this fascinating
gadget worked. At the age of 18 + got my first chance +to learn
something about radio. Many years later while working at a house
I noticed a discarded N,Z. made 'Pacifie' radio. As the owner no
longer wanted this set he let me have it for the purpose of rest-
oration.

This was the event which sparked me off} I really enjoyed
working on the old .set and afterwards it looked like new again.

I thought OK, from now on I'm going t0 colleet as many sets as I
can and restore them for my own private museum. I had actually
collected 52 and restored 12 when my hobby came 'unstuck' because
I had remarried and then had no room to store all the sets. ﬁeg—
retfully I had to sell most of them off to other collectors but
retained three of the oldest. Nevertheless I am not 'finished' and
intend to start again as soon as the opportunity presents itself,

I have no hesitation in recommending this hobby to all who are
interested enough to learn something of radio eircuitry and acquire
the necessary skill in the use of hand tools. Y1d radios are dis-

appearing fast so let us preserve as many as possible. Get to it
club members!

"IMPORTANT NOTICE

For your own safety and the safety of other drivers, we strongly
recommend that you use your sutomobile radio only when the car is
stationary. With road conditions the way they are you should conc-
entrate on driving and not have your attention distracted by musi-~
cal programs or talks while the car is in motion. - To prevent

a wave of accidents it is likely that Stde legislature will make
radioing while you drive illegal.™"

_ _Guess when that was written. The quotation marks embrace the
title too because that was exactly how the warning appeared at the

time.
[
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