Market place

WANTED
Tone indicator disc for Zenith model 6S-128 or similar.

Bill Farmer,26 IriangiRd
One Tree Hill, Auckland

Two 8-1lnch EM speakers (apy make) 1500 or 2500 field coils

R.N.Allport,6 Braemar Tce

Ph 892-708 (eve) Mt Albert, Auckland

also knobs,for Atwater Kent 708; Rogers
valves types 224,551,245,280; Horn or cone speaker; GEC type 304
baretter tube; shadow tunlng indicator for Philco 38-2670; valve
shields and knobs for Majestic 90B. Ray Knowles, 507 Sellwood St
Napier. Ph 84—338

Glass dial scale for Courtenay or Columbus model 85. Glass station

indicator plate (matches dial) for Columbus 25. Fred Pond
Ph 404-6606 Auck (collect)

Tuning dial knob, filament rheostat and knob for Atwater Kent 44,
also a speaker: Rear RF coil assembly, mains input plug, tone sw1tch
on/off switch back cover,output transformer and speaker for
Philips 634A. Glass dial scale for Pye 8ll1. - Ross Patonp Ph818-8463
26 Glengarry Rd
Glen Eden, Auckland

or details of same to copy
Arthur Williams
26 Centre St,Invercargill.

Left & right escutcheons,

Knob for Fada 480B (1927 vintage),
(original knobs are missing)

Speaker for Air Patrol battery set. Speaker for Atwater
Kent model 55. Thomas A.White
40 Green Street
Mosgeil, South Is.

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS

There is no charge to members for advertisements placed in
the 'market Place'. But to make the most effective use of
this space all ads should contain as much information as
possible. For example, when requesting parts for a particu-
receiver the model number should be quoted, or where this is
not known a brief description of the set, e.g. number and
types of valves and approximate year of manufacture should

be given.
12
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EDITORIAL COMMENT “

The question is sometimes asked by newcomers to the ranks of vintage
radio enthusiasts as to why so many of the pre-war radios that turn
up nowadays were of American origin. Obviously there must have been a
lot about at the time in order for so many to have survived to become
collectors' items. But, just why was this?

To start with, there weren't many sources of supply, particularly
in the very early days, and America offered the sorts of sets that
suited our needs. By comparison British sets were for so long mainly
of the smaller redenerative TRF variety. The only other countries which
could supply our needs were Canada and Australia and comparatively few
sets were imported from either country.

As much as anything else it was the early development of the all
electric superhet in the U.S. which in turn quickly became so popular
here, that started the process of Americanisation in this country.

There is no doubt about it, in pre-war days America led the world
in both new developments and manufacturing techniques. And in spite of
having to face a 42% import duty American sets were still competitiv-
ely priced and good value for money. In general American receivers
were of straight-forward construction and easily serviced; furthermore
service information was readily available. None of that absurd 'Strictly
Confidential' rubbish with which some British manufacturers were wont
to restrict the issue of their service manuals.

Finally, American companies were always ready to do business, unl-
ike some British manufacturers who seemed indifferent to enguiries
from patriotically motivated importers who were trying to Buy British.
By way of illustration: in 1933 the N.Z.Radio Times was constrained to
publish an article entitled "are English Manufacturers High-Hatting
the N.Z. Market?",The answer, apparently, was 'Yes' .

So far no mention has been made of our own 'home grown' products
which were early on the scene and eventually accounted for a sizeable
percentage of the market. From 1935 onwards the proportion of locally
made sets steadily increased and by 1940, with the drop in imports
brought about by war-time conditions, New Zealand-made sets came into
their own., And that is why most surviving pre-war radios are either
American or New Zealand. J.W.S

FROM THE PRESIDENT

On occasions I am asked by people who know of the exist-
ence of our Society - How is the Vintage Radio Socier
getting on? Answer - Great! With a continued.growtb in
membership it compares very well with overseas societies;
indeed, on a population basis I believe we are ahead of
fellow societies. Our recent public exhibition showed
the level of effort members put into it, and this flows
on with their personal collections and contributions.
During 1981 we have had several very'good»guest spea-
kers at our regular meetings and some further interesting
talks are scheduled for the coming months. As hoped,?hese
meetings have become a forum for the interchange of info-
rmation and ideas. To join in on one of these 'bull' ses-
sions is to enjoy a display of infectious enthusiasm.
Most noticeable is the very fine restoration work
done by members from all walks of life, many of whgm have
had no previous experience. The electrical, mechanical
and finishing work are of a very high standard. In some
cases members who are,or have been,engaged in 'radio’ as
a livlihood have been able to pass on the benefit of Fheir
own experience to newcomers. Collectively a very consid-
erable storehouse of knowledge is available throughout
the Society. . .
. Our editor,John Stokes,who has long specialised in
valve collecting and valve history has recently received
an award "For Outstanding Contribution to Vacuum Tube
History" presented by the prestigious Antique Wireless
Association, New York. This,the annual 'Tyne Award',Kwent
to John for his forthcoming book to be published by
Vestal Press of New York later in the year. Congratula-
tions to John for what I am sure will be a treasure to all
collectors. Advice will be given in the Bulletin as to
the availability of the book as soon as this is known.
Finally, may I ask you to remember that this is your
Society which you can help by sending in for publication
in the Bulletin,any items of interest; or even try your
hand at writing an article. Your thoughts and ideas can
make interesting letters to the editor and also let your
fellow members know what's going on in your neck of the
woods. .
Yes, overall it can be said that the Society is in
good shape and we look forward to continued growth in 1982.
Des Wright
3 President
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AN EARLY JAPANESE RADIO

by John Stokes

a &

In view of the enormous strides made by the Japanese electronics industry in recent
years it is interesting to take a backward glance to earlier days in an attem.pt.to
learn something of the beginnings of radio manufacturing in the Land of the Rising
Sun. As in other countries, Japan had developed a system of wireless telegraphy
for naval and maritime use (the®N.Y.K.system) but had been somewhat behind in the
entertainment field of radio. Failing an understanding of the language and the
lack of an opportunity to make an on-the-spot study the only course left _is to
make a detailed examination of any Japanese radio that may turn up from time to
time in an endeavour to ascertain something of the state of the art as it existed

in pre-war Japan. °

The SHARP 4-valve regenerative TRF depicted on the front cover of this issue is
an example of a Japanese set sold in this country in the early 1930s. Thg manufactu-
rer was the T.Hayakawa Works of Osaka, an d the original trade-mark consisted of a
hand holding a capital letter 'T' (see illus.of dial). Nowadays this company has be-
come the giant Sharp Corp whose name is known throughout the world. o ]

Although it is not possible to pinpoint the year of manufacture of this particu-

lar receiver it is known that no Japanese radios were imported into New Zealand before

1933, so it is reasonable to assume that this model would have been made no ear]‘.ier.
A comparison of the Sharp set with the products of other countries made; during
the same period reveals its design to be somewhat behind contemporary American prac-
tice, though it must be remembered that similar small regenerative sets were Stl]..l
very popular in Gt.Britain at the time. Even in the United States §mall TRE‘_receJ.vers
were not unknown, though they were not (overtly,at least) regenerative, and in any

case were certainly not typical of the general run of American receivers of the period.
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A stuay of the accompanying diagram reveals the circuit as a 224 screen-grid

a4e
220 _ Ku2

RF stage followed by a 227 regenerative detector transformer-coupled to a type
Ull2 triode output valve.(This valve appears to be equivalent to the American 112°
or 112A). A second similar valve is used as a half-wave rectifier with the grid
%&%ﬁ?@g. A 10-inch moving-iron (magnetic) speaker is connected direc-

y in the plate circuit of the output valve. No volume control,per se, was fitted
but the regeneration control was partially effective for this purpose.

In this case it was rather surprising to find that, apart from valves, the
only components which had ever been replaced were one bypass capacitor and one
resistor. However as the set had been standing unused for many years it was only
to be .expected -that further replacements would be needed and it was necessary to
replace the remaining bypass and filter capacitors before operation could be res-
tored. Although the audic transformer was naturally a prime suspect it proved to
be in good condition after all these years and showed no signs of incipient fail-
ure. On the other hand the speaker had an open-circuit coil. After carrying out
the necessary work the set performed normally and a prolonged soak test failed to
elicit any burning smell or little wisps of smoke from the power transformer.

As was to be expected, the performance of such a small set, particularly in
the matter of selectivity, fell far short of even the simplest superhet and would
have been barely adequate in its heyday. Another failing was the tinniness-of rep-
réduction due to the poor bass response of the speaker. By this time magnetic

speakers were almost extinct in the U.S. though still to be found in some cheap
midget AC/DC sets as well as in many battery sets: no American AC model ever

é,‘é-used a bult-in magnetic speaker. In this case the poor low-frequency response of

the speaker allowed the use of half-wave rectification together with a minimum of
filter without encountering hum problems. :

The actual construction of the individual components, and the set as a whole,
was quite comparable with contemporary products of other countries. Most, if not
all, of the parts were of Sharp's own manufacture and in this connection it is
interesting to recall that certain Sharp components such a midget condensers and
small magnetic speakers were sold here during 1934-1937.

borley s s (und Dinscoe oft)



{cont.from p.5)

Front and rear views of magnetic speaker

Although in such a small set there was, perhaps,not much scope for any dis-
play of originality at the same time there was no evidence of direct copying,
apart from the use of American type valves. American influence is evident in
the cabinet styling; in fact the set could easily be mistaken for an American
one made two or three years earlier. Whether this particular set was typical of
Japanese practice in general is not known but it is the writer's recollection -
that there were other quite similar sets sold here at much the same time.

- A point of interest is that the set carried no Japanese markings of any sort,

either on the components or chassis, in fact nothing whatsoever to identify the
setras being ma&de in Japan. The thought occurs that this may have had something
to do with the fact that there was at this time some anti-Japanese feeling app-
arent and the omission of the name of the country may have been deliberate. When
it is realised that sets of this type could be imported at a cost of between two
and three pounds no wonder local importers were wary of them - though as things

turned out Japanese sets never became a threat to either locaily-made or imported

receivers.

Confidence !

We don’t only
TELL you
the Cleartron
1s good%

Guarantee it!

Dry "Any tube which has proved un-
Cell satisfactory will be replaced on
Amplifier request whether it be to-mor-
CTX-199 and row, next week, or next month
CT - 199 Small —it makes no difference !
Base And YOU are the JUDGE !

Of all Radio Dealers. Wholesale Distributors:

SUPPLY OF CIRCUIT DIAGRAMS ... CHANGE OF PROCEDURE
In future all members requiring copies of circuit diagrams should write to:

Bill Farmer
26 Iriangi Road, One Tree Hill
Auckland 6 (Phone 665-549)

The charges are $1 per circuit plus 25cents for each additional page of material
ing charges of 40 cents for up to

pertaining to that model. Add postage and h?ndl
five pages and 40 cents for each additionalkpages.

ELLIS & CO. LTD.  AUCKLAND

etrodyne

7Tube Set
Single Dial Radio

———
MODEL 75 - fas ns.] £30
Complete froin £41

Six-tube Three-dial Set £19
Complete from £30

Beautifully made and finished.
Compare . resuits betore you buy.
Write now for Catalogue and name
of nearest agent.

AGENTS—Your territory may be oper.
N.Z. Agents:

ROYDS MOTORS LTD.

211 Cashel St., CHRISTGCHURCH

Unit, complete, 21/- ea.

BUILD YOUR

with a ;ISSEN

Loud Speaker Unit

For as .low as 17/6—the price of a
Lissen Loudspeaker Unit — you can
build a speaker giving a volume and
. purity of tone equal to models costing
Also Super Lissenola tentimesthatamount. Build your own

speaker with a Lissen Unit, adaptable

for any style, 17/6. ¢

Your Radio Dealer can supply you--or send cash to

ABEL SMEETON LTD.

CUSTOMS STREET EAST, AUCKLAND

OWN SPEAKER




OC A NEW ZEALANDER RECALLS EARLY RADIO
<3§?7 MANUFACTURING IN THE U.S.A.

) : by Arthur E.Allen -

Tt has not been given to many New Zealanders to h‘;ve been partI: of !’.t; egféi e:;ad.i.o
anuf i i tion - the
i cene, ticularly in the land of ‘mass produc
gtate:cggril\nngrica. Onza:uch person was Maurice Kear'le gf Auckland. As a yom]'.xg maixo
with the foresight to see that the then infant radio industry was to devg opm:al ng
major lines, Mr Keane took himself off tg Los A?;lel?ltf:gliee v;;;g: ;::itggymgh eré e
ival Mr Keane obtained a position at the Gilfillan :
foungn tﬁgr;amous Gilfillan Neutrodyne Mttewmsetirgem iggacsi:geizt Oftpr%ii:_;ttl:gle]
i f the new all-electric receivers then ergo. Lopment. Wi
Ergz:u;egm made into the battery-set market by the§e new rece:.veris Gilfillan
switched to the production of the smaller typeg of mams-opera}tein Z?Jlec:lge ye Keane
While still working for Gilfillan and seeking to extend his dge,
took a course with the Radio College of California and was awarded a diploma as a
Radio Technican. Incidentally, his tutor was one of the 'greats' of early West.
Coast radio, Howard Groves, chief engineer of KNX, Los Axfxge].es.uAny DXers a;gcgv- .
ing verifica'\tion cards from this station in those days will have seen How: ove
ignature on the cards. . )
Slgn)&:ft:er leaving Gilfillan Mr Keane then spent some tmg with another'bos Angelref
company, the Austin Radio Mfg Corp, makers of midget rgd:.os. Irapsfexrl{ig ag:g is
next jolla was with the Keller-Fuller Co, makers of 'R?g;gtte' radios. This br
the New Zealand market during the eax.'l)'( S. ) ~
N :gyji.n;nby now acquired some skill as a technician Mr Keane became a fm.al tes
ter for the Plymouth Radio Corp, another company whose sets were sold in thvlwl?ni cf:u—
ntry: Spedding Ltd of Auckland were the agents. A well-remembered occasion
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‘A NEW ZEALANDER RECALLS EARLY RADIO
MANUFACTURING IN THE U.S.A.

at the Plymouth factory once occurred when Mr Keane was unable to guickly clear a
fault in one chassis; an event which nearly resulted in an entire shipment being
held up. The Plymouth receivers were of the TRF variety and the set in question
failed to deliver any detected audio signal. Finally the chief engineer was called
in and together he and Mr Keane traced the fault to a shorted bypass capacitor
across the detector cathode resistor. The shipment made the boat! -

Following his service with Plymouth Mr Keane moved north to San Francisco where
he became chief troubleshooter for the Wurlitzer Mfg Co who at the time had an
assembly plant in that city. While there Mr Keane enrolled at the University of
California, doing an extension course in radio communication. Eventually the moun-
effects of the Great Depression of the 1930s resulted in Wurlitzer closing their -
West Coast operation. Mr Keane then became a salesman in the field of radio and
referigeration and worked for several department stores in the San Francisco Bay
area. Later he demonstrated and sold newly-developed intercom systems for a well"
known telephone equipment manufacturer in the same area. ,

After this Mr Keane obtained a diploma in accountancy and business management
an 4 then secured a job in the office of of a welding company where he stayed from
1939 to 1945. By this time America had entered World War II and Mr Keane was ind-
ucted into the U.S.Army wher he passed through the Signal and Radio Schools and
later played in the Army Band. At the War's end Mr Keane returned to New Zealand
where his specialised knowledge was turned to advantage in the sales field where
he obtained positions with several well-known Auckland radio companies.

Although now semi-retired Mr Keane still retains a lively interest in radio
as well as in his hobbies of music, singing and drama (he recently played a part
in a N.Z. film). He is one of a unique and small group of surviving radio pioneers.

INFORMATION WANTED

Stan Brehaut of Timaru came across this little
mystery recently in the course of restoring an

"AK 20. As can be seen, the words 'NOT GUAR-
anteed' were concealed by the nameplate. Does
anyone have any information or ideas about this?
If so, please drop a line to the editor.

9
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@ RESTORATION ...... WHAT IS IT?

by Ian R.King

The thing that prompted me to attempt this article was a visit from
the local museum curator. Being more than usually oppressed by my
mortality ( 53rd birthday celebrations just over) I had invited him
to view and enthuse over one hundred restorations lovingly perfor-
med over a period of of abput ten years, with the object in mind of
donating same to the technological section. After all, I thought my
petter half should not have to be burdened with this particular dis-
posal problem when I had left the scene.

The curator duly arrived and looked carefully at °the nicely res-
tored old wirelesses. If you are one of a particular species of coll-
ector his comments are worth noticing. If you are the other, and I
suspect the more prevalent type, then go and read the racing page.

The comments were as follows: )
1) Have you cleaned back and repolished a lot of your cabinets?

2) Why?
3)A lot of these sets will not be in going order?
4) What have you done to those that are? Et cetera and et cetera.

Now, if you are thinking of leaving your restored collection of
old valve -wirelesses to a public museum the comments are worth anal-
ysing. Firstly, I presume we all collect old radios because we are
technically interested in their circuitry and performance. So, to my
mind a radio is not a radio unless it is performing. If it is not
capable of being operated it is only an inanimate piece of furniture.
Secondly, I presume we collect things not with the idea of becoming
deceased tomorrow or next week foremost in our minds, but with a
desire to have such things looking as beautiful as they were origin-
ally, and sounding good too. ’

But now here comes the big sledge hammer! Leaving pride, ego or
whatever out of the picture, if you, a would-be restorer, dare lay
one finger on that cabinet to disturb .its virginity, or tip that
grimy old chassis upside down and unobtrusively solder in some nice
new polyesters you will have your local curator about as eager to
accept your offerings for posterity as you would be welcome in church
in your jockey grundies. d

“ So there you are fellow restorers. eease trudging around the
paint merchants looking for the right stain and the right gloss. Cease
your endless quest for 400 V capacitors. Just blow the dust off your
cabinets and refrain from plugging in the chassis, sit back and bore
your friends and wonder where the devil all your satisfaction and
sense of achievement has gone. Don't worry, you will die of boredom
shortly and then the sets can all go to your local museum. Happy

collecting.
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) BOOK REVIEW

A HISTORY OF RADIO IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA 1897-1977

. by John F.Ross
This book has to be one of the m y )
: ost thorough I h

the iocumentatlon of radio history. Its 278 page:v§°:::ntggyw:eie =
g:ﬁt gf the South Australian wireless scene, from the firstwei ori

n s by Professo; Bragg of the University of Adelaide thr T
mo e;;-day satellite communications. i oUIRA

e book is divided into ten cha i in tur

. ' . pters dealing in turn wi
i;g:ee;:°;52§siigglng szrk), the Wireless Institute, the E:;::i;Z:

ers, , Maritime Radio, Aeradio, the Flyin a
il Marit dio, ! : ying Doctor (pedal
wirele rade Exhibitions, Time Signals and Space-Age Communiga-
o Zﬁghbigzge is giveg to descriptions of early amatéur expe?imen-
bl detagistlstathns up to the present day. Equipmént is desc-
- bookl' along with blographical notes on the pioneers invol-
the.personaliti:slliugtrated with photos of early stations some of
ey B ew 1920s broadcast receivers are also illust-

The book tends to be a bit 'h i

] : : _be eavy going' at times, som i

?ﬁ;ngagugtlgitzg in dlgferent sections. Overall I fouﬁa iteiﬁigiggzl
a good picture of wh io i o
SoutghAustralia but also elsewhere. atl madiol whs Siks, IOk SELTESS
e need is now seen more than eve imi
: : r for a similr publi i '

documenting our own radio history - amateur, commerciglbiégaﬁzgz-

facturing particularl i
y.(Broadcasting has al
some extent but there is room for mgre. e e

Arthur Williams.
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- Neph isi -
possib‘iaﬂ'tieo:!”(on visit to Scotch uncle): “ Wireless has wonderful

Uncle: “Aye! When the et it 3 i i
relations without having to feefl 'ge;m 182 i ¥ oo Vil W
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